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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 05517 260917Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EA-10 NEA-10 10-13 ISO-OO FEA-01 AGRE-00 
CEA-01 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-03 H-01 INR-07 
INT-05 L-03 LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 AID-05 
SS-15 STR-05 ITC-01 TRSE-00 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 
OMB-Ol /109W 

009240 270024Z/64 

R 260822Z OCT 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9105 
INFO AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
AMEMBASSY DACCA 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY KABUL 
AMEMBASSY KATHMANDU 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY RANGOON 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 

CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 5517 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: GATT, ETRD, ASEAN, TH 
SUBJECT: BANGKOK AGREEMENT 

REF: STATE 239310, 76 BANGKOK 29157 (NOTAL) 

1 . BANGKOK AGREEMENT SEEMS A DEAD LETTER AS FAR AS THAILAND 
IS CONCERNED. THAIS VIEWED ORIGINAL SIGNING OF AGREEMENT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BANGKO 05517 260917Z 

AS A HARMLESS EXERCISE BUT HAVE SINCE MADE DECISION NOT TO 
RATIFY BECAUSE OF PRIORITY OF TRADE AGREEMENTS WITH ASEAN 
COUNTRIES. 

2. THE ESCAP SECRETARIAT HAS INFORMED THE EMBASSY THAT NO 
ASEAN COUNTRY, INCLUDING THE TWO SIGNATORIES (THAILAND 
AND THE PHILIPPINES), IS EXPECTED TO RATIFY. EXCEPT FOR 
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THAILAND AND THE PHILIPPINES, ALL OF THE ORIGINAL 
SIGNATORIES (INCLUDING LAOS) HAVE RATIFIED. THE 
AGREEMENT IS OPEN TO NON-SIGNATORIES AND THE ESCAP 
OFFICIAL EXPECTED THAT AFGHANISTAN WOULD RATIFY SOON 
AND THAT BURMA AND NAPAL WERE ALSO LIKELY TO RATIFY. 

3. THAILAND IS NOT A MEMBER OF GATT AND WOULD THEREFORE 
NOT PLAY A ROLE ON THE QUESTIONS OF WHETHER TO SEEK A 
WAIVER BECAUSE OF THE AGREEMENT'S INCOMPATIBILITY WITH 
GATT. 

WHITEHOUSE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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